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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THS 


HLECTION: DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YHAR 1957. 


Boston, January 31, 1958. 


Hon: Joun B. HyNEs, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


‘Srr,— In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of 
the Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Com- 
missioners respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION. 


In accordance with chapter 246 of the Acts of 1945 
registration was held continuously at the central office 
from January 2 to September 4, inclusive, from Septem- 
ber 25 to October 16, inclusive, and from-November 6 
to December 31, inclusive. Registration in wards was 
held on August 27, 28, 29, 30 and September 3 and 4 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., for the Preliminary City Election; 
and October 7, 8, 9; 10, 11, 14, 15 and 16, from 6 P.M. 
to 10 p.m. for the City Election. This registration was 
held in two places in different sections of each ward, 
seven nights in each place. 

In Ward 3, an additional registration place was open 
on August 30 and September 3 and 4, from 6 p.m. to 
10 p.m., for the Preliminary City Election; and October 
11, 14, 15 and 16, from 6 P.m. to 10 P.m., for the City 
Election. 
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NUMBER OF VOTERS. 


At the State Election held November 6, 1956, the 
number of voters on the list was 375,568. The number 
of such voters in the first list published by the Board 
August 28, 1957, was 335,945. From that time to the 
close of registration for the City Election there were 
added the names of 9,876 voters. Included in this 
latter figure are the names of 6,955 voters. who were 
omitted from the 1957 police listing and who. were 
restored to the voting list without registration, under 
the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947. The 
number of voters on the final list sent to the polls on 
the day of the City Election, held November 5, 1957, 
was 345,821, a decrease of 29,747 from the number on 
the list at the preceding State Election. The number 
of voters on final list December 31, 1957, was 345,862. 


NOMINATION Papers, REFERENDUM AND RECOUNT 
PETITIONS. 


A total of 97 persons declared their intentions for 
nomination to City offices; 60 for City Councillor and 37 
for School Committeeman, 31 of these did not file 
nomination papers; the remaining 66 candidates sub- — 
mitted 3,845 nomination papers on which 98,927 names 
were checked; 22 candidates were certified for the office 
of City Councillor and 17 candidates were certified for 
the office of School Committeeman; | initiative petition 
consisting of 116 papers on which 2,511 names were 
certified, making a total of 3,961 papers filed on which 
the names of 101,438 voters were certified. There were 
no recount petitions. 


REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST. 


The names of 8,844 voters were stricken from the 
voting list by reason of death, removal from the city 
and other causes. 


JURORS. 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1957 con- 
tained the names of 7,634 voters of Boston. During 
the time covered by this report, 3,053 were drawn for 
jury service. 
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REGISTRATION OF THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED. 


In accordance with the provisions of chapter 196 of 
the Acts of 1946, persons qualified to vote but unable 
to appear at a registration office because of physical 
disability were examined for registration in their homes 
or other places of confinement upon receipt of an ap- 
plication for such registration. Applications were re- 
ceived from 2 such persons. Of that number, 2 were 
found to be qualified and were duly registered. Persons 
found qualified to register were furnished with applica- 
tions for absentee ballots for the City Election. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REGISTRATION OF SOLDIERS AND 
SAILORS. 


Under the provisions of chapter 51, sections 50 and 51, 
of the General Laws, 4 persons in the military service 
were registered as voters in Boston during the period 
from the close of registration to the third day preceding 
the City Election. 


ABSENTEE VOTING. 


Absentee voting applied to this City Election, and 
set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots: 


52 applications received from civilians. 

52 civilian ballots mailed. 

37 civilian ballots returned and sent to polls. 

34 applications received from physically disabled. 
34 ballots mailed to physically disabled. 

29 ballots returned and sent to polls. 

8 applications received from both members of the armed 
forces and kin, qualifying members of the armed forces 
(SAR AVE) i 

20 applications received from both members of armed forces 
and kin for registered voters in the armed forces. 


28 total applications for servicemen’s ballots. 
8 ballots mailed to servicemen. 
7 ballots returned by servicemen and sent to polls. 
2 civilian ballots returned “unclaimed.” 
0 servicemen’s ballots returned “‘unclaimed.”’ 
3 civilian ballots returned too late to be cast. 
4 servicemen’s ballots returned too late to be cast. 
117 total applications received. 
114 total ballots mailed. 
83 total ballots returned and sent to polls. 
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VotTinGg MACHINES. 


‘Two hundred sixty-seven precincts were covered by 
voting machines in 1957. This was an increase of eight 
machine precincts and left the City with only eighteen 
paper ballot locations. The total precincts in Boston 
were also reduced by four as a result of consolidation 
and mechanization. 

All voters using machines for the first time were 
invited by mail to attend night demonstrations in their 
districts. Those unable to attend in the evening were 
asked to avail themselves of the day instructions in the 
Voting Machine Room at City Hall Annex. The 
returns at both functions were speedy and accurate. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. 


The term of Mr. Perlie Dyar Chase expired on 
March 31, 1957, and he was reappointed for the term of 
four years ending March 31,1961. Commissioner 
Lasker was designated by the Mayor to be Chairman of 
the Board, and Commissioner Gertrude A. Pfau con- 
tinued as Secretary. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT. 
The expenses of the Election Department for the year 

ending December 31, 1957, amounted to $449,576.31. 
Davip LASKER, 
GERTRUDE A. Prau, 
JOSEPH Russo, 
PreRLIE Dyar CHASE, 

Board of Election Commissioners. 
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Voting MACHINES: 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 
As Returned by the Secretary of State 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for City Councillor, Preliminary City Election, 


September 24, 1957. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for City Councillor, Preliminary City Election, 
September 24, 1957. — Concluded. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for School Committeeman, Preliminary City 
Election, September 24, 1957 
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Se eee rece | o |e 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for School Committeeman, Preliminary City 
Election, September 24, 1957 — Concluded 
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